
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

The Kenductor 
Official Publication of the Kentucky Choral Directors Association 

 Inside 
 
2009 
Summer 
Workshop 
 page 2 
 
 
MMCMM:II 
 page 3 
 
 
Baar Award 
  page 4 
 
 
Fall 
Convocation 
Letter 
  page 5 
 
 
Harlan 
Musettes 
65th 
Anniversary 
  page 6 
 
 
KYACDA 
Leadership 
 page 7 
 
 
Kentucky-
Specific 
Empirical 
Data 
 page 8-9 
 
 
 
 
 
    

  

  

What a wonderful opportunity!  Serving you as your 
KYACDA President has provided me many great 
experiences already.  I have met with national officers 
and officers from all across the United States.  It was 
very energizing to discuss issues of choral music with 
such a variety of colleagues. 

I have had conversations with many of Kentucky’s 
choral music ministers and teachers.  I have so enjoyed 
hearing what you would like to see KYACDA 
accomplish, conductors you want for Honor Choirs, 
and musicians you want to invite to your Summer 
Conference.  Thank you for your phone calls, emails, 
and notes.  

There are four things that your R & S Chairs and I have 
committed to do during our term of service: 
 

Fall 2009 

1) We want to make something happen in each and every R & S area.   Organize a 
choir.  Offer a workshop.  Write or share articles for the newsletter.  Share 
music that works with conductors in your R & S area.  Do something for you!   

2) We want to greatly improve the transition between service terms.  We started 
our term with a notebook holding a brief description of our positions and 
national report forms to be completed throughout our term.  We have 
committed to add at least a page or two about our area to pass along to our 
successor. 

3) We want our website (www.kyacda.org) to be informative, full with contributions 
from all of us, and used for everything.  The newsletter will be made available 
there.  We want to get your concerts and workshops to be listed there for the 
rest of us to attend. 

4) We want to increase our membership.  ACDA is the organization that attends to 
the art and craft of choral music.  We want all Kentucky music ministers and 
teachers to be a part of us and together raise the level of all aspects of choral 
music for all Kentuckians.  Please invite your colleagues, your neighbors, your 
ministers and your teachers to join us in KYACDA.  

 
Everything is well on the way for the Honor Choir Festival, November 6-7 in Lexington.  
The performance will be Saturday, November 7 at 3:00 p. at Singletary Arts Center.  I 
sincerely hope that you realize the importance of your attendance and support of our 
children and middle schoolers at this performance. 
 
Work is in progress for KYACDA participation in the KMEA Conference in February, 
2010.  The All-Collegiate Choir rehearsals and performance are a wonderful opportunity 
for our college/university students to work together under an awesome musician and 
conductor.  Please participate. 
 
Review the website.  Tell me what you think.  Continue to tell me what you want in the 
next Summer Conference.  If I can be of service to you, please let me hear from you.  Let 
me hear your ideas and your suggestions.  It’s good to be working with you! 
 

President’s  Message 
Phyllis Vincent 
 



 

Summer Choral Workshop Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Paula	  Roberts	  &	  Kathy	  Collier	   	  

Top	  Left:	  Dr.	  David	  Schoebel	  
Above	  and	  Bottom	  Left:	  
Dr.	  Rodney	  Eichenberger	   	  



 
 

MMCMM:II 
Men’s Massive Choral Music Mania: II 
 
 

Brent Merritt 
KYACDA Male Choirs R&S Chair 
 
On Sunday, August 30th at 3 p.m. in the Scott County High School Auditorium, nearly 
100 men…High School aged through 70+… congregated for an afternoon of 
“manly music making!”  The event was co-sponsored by the SCHS Music 
Department and the Georgetown College Music Department and was a huge 
success!  Georgetown College’s Dr. John Campbell directed Jenning’s powerful 
arrangement of Rise Up O Men Of God.  Jon Nicholas, director and noted choral 
arranger for the Kentuckian’s Chorus, a barbershop chorus based in Lexington, KY, 
directed I Love You Truly, a fun barbershop arrangement.  Singing in the barbershop 
style was a first for many of the younger men, and they loved it!  The final selection, 
Copeland’s Zion’s Walls, was directed by BCTC director, John Stegner.   
 
The event began with sectionals, then a full rehearsal which was followed by a 
chicken dinner.  After dinner, everyone enjoyed a concert featuring the SCHS 
Chamber Singers, Georgetown College Chorale, the UK Acoustikats and the 
Kentuckian’s Chorus.  The MMCMM:II Festival Choir concluded the concert with the 
tremendous performance of their three selections. 
 
Many thanks to the High School, College/University, Community Choir and Church 
Choir Directors who sent men to participate in this event!  In addition to our Scott 
County HS and Georgetown College students, we had men from Lexington Catholic 
HS, West Jessamine HS, Bryan Station HS, Bowling Green HS, Franklin Co. HS, Madison 
Southern HS, UK, EKU and various church and community choirs. 
 
If you enjoyed this event, or if you missed it completely, I have great news…you 
have another opportunity to make some AWESOME music at NKU on October 24.  
Dr. Richard Mathey, Director of Choirs (emeritus) at Bowling Green State University 
will be the guest clinician.  For more information about participating in the NKU 
event, please contact Mr. John Stegner (john.stegner@live.com). 
 
I am hopeful that similar events will be held in different regions around the state.  It 
really was quite simple to organize, and it paid for itself!  I really felt that the time I 
had invested was very well spent!  It is so very important to the future of our art that 
we encourage our young male singers to embrace the idea that choral singing is an 
activity that can and should be enjoyed in many venues for fun and fellowship 
throughout one’s life…We need to encourage our high school men to continue 
singing in college choirs, in church choirs, and in community choirs everywhere!  If 
you are interested in hosting a workshop or festival, please contact me.  I will be 
glad to help you plan your event! 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

Seeking Nominees for the 2010 
Robert K. Baar Choral Excellence Award 

 
This award was named in honor of Robert K. Baar, outstanding master musician, retired from Murray State 
University, who developed KYACDA’s Summer Choral Workshop.  Previous recipients (not eligible to receive the 
award again) are:  
 
 1994: Robert K. Baar  2002: Stephen Bolster  
 1995: Marilyn Schraeder  2003: Shelia Miller 
 1996: Gary Anderson  2004: Bradley Almquist  
 1997: Shirley Wilkinson  2005: Arthur DeWeese  
 1998: Robert Ellis  2006: John Stegner    
 1999: Carl Smith  2007: David Davies 
 2000: Frank Heller  2008: Kent Hatteberg 
 2001: David Brown  2009: Heather McCormick & George Murphy 

 
Nomination/Selection Process 

 
Any member of KYACDA is eligible to nominate a candidate for the award by submitting a letter of nomination to 

the current Vice President of KYACDA, John Campbell by May 1. 
Each year after the nomination deadine, the past presidents, current President, and 

President-Elect of KYACDA will select the most outstanding candidate from the nominees submitted by the 
membership.  The award is presented annually at the Summer Choral Workshop. 

 
Criteria 

 
The following criteria are used to determine eligible honorees. 

• must have a minimum of fifteen years of musical experience in the choral art 
• must be a current member of ACDA 
• must be an active participant in KYACDA/ACDA activities and conventions 
• must be dedicated to promoting music education in the state of Kentucky 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to 
 

Heather McCormick and  
George Murphy,  

2009 recipients of the  
 

Robert K. Baar  
Choral Excellence Award  



 

KYACDA  
Junior High – Middle School Choir 

NEWS 
 

I hope that you all are off to a great start to the new school 
year.  Things are now in full swing to a wonderful year of 
music making!  
 
As I write this article to you, I am just now taking a break 
from judging literally hundreds of auditions for the 2009 
KYACDA Fall Convocation Honor Choir.  It seems every year 
the auditions get better and better.  I want to thank you all for 
getting the auditions in on time, and in some cases very early.  
This makes it so much easier for Darrell and me.   

   
I am very excited about this years’ Honor Choirs.  We have three great conductors coming 
to work with our students.  This year we are honored to have back Ruth Dwyer who will 
be conducting the 5/6 Honor Choir.  Native Kentuckian Eva Floyd will be directing the SSA 
Honor Choir. And Chris Aspaas from St. Olaf will be conducting the SATB Honor Choir.  
These conductors have worked very hard to pick a great list of repertoire to perform with 
our students.   
  
I want to encourage you all to find the time to talk to the conductors and welcome them to 
our state.   
  
It is indeed an honor to be your Junior High/Middle School R & S Chair for one more term.  
Please call on me anytime you have a question or concerns about KYACDA.  If you have 
any ideas on how we can service our students better across the state then please contact 
me.  It is my sincere hope and desire that we provide the best in choral music education to 
our students.  I believe that music is the greatest form of communication on the face of the 
earth.  What a blessing and responsibility we all have of passing that gift on to the next 
generation. 
 
Singing to serve, 
 
Scott P. Burress 
KYACDA Junior High/Middle School R & S Chair 
Director of Choirs, LaRue County Schools  

 

 
 
	  



 

HARLAN	  MUSETTES	  CELEBRATE	  	  
65th	  ANNIVERSARY	  
Marilyn	  Schraeder	  
KYACDA	  Women’s	  Choirs	  R&S	  Chair	  
	  
The	  Harlan	  Musettes	  celebrated	  their	  65th	  anniversary	  in	  conjunction	  with	  
Harlan	  High	  School's	  centennial	  celebration	  Labor	  Day	  weekend,	  September	  
4	  -‐	  5,	  2009.	  	  The	  present	  choir	  of	  59	  joined	  Musette	  alumnae	  in	  singing	  the	  school's	  "Alma	  Mater"	  
and	  "The	  Star	  Spangled	  Banner"	  before	  a	  large	  reunion	  crowd	  at	  the	  ballgame	  Friday	  evening.	  

	  
The	  Musettes	  and	  alumnae	  rehearsed	  prior	  to	  their	  afternoon	  concert	  at	  the	  Harlan	  Baptist	  Church.	  	  
Catherine	  Jones	  Pickar	  (1970),	  choral	  director	  at	  George	  Washington	  University,	  directed	  "The	  Bells	  
of	  St.	  Mary's",	  which	  was	  the	  "signature"	  song	  of	  the	  forties.	  	  She	  and	  Dr.	  Sharon	  Fulkerson	  (1970)	  
collaborated	  and	  wrote	   "Wisdom	  Mine”	   for	   the	  occasion	  of	   the	  100th	  anniversary	  of	  Harlan	  High	  
School	  and	  to	  the	  Harlan	  Musettes,	  Ms.	  Marilyn	  Schraeder	  and	  all	  the	  teachers	  who	  nourished	  their	  
wisdom.	  	  Cathy	  wrote	  the	  music	  and	  Sharon	  the	  words.	   	  "I'll	  Paint	  You	  a	  Rainbow"	  by	  Greg	  Gilpin,	  
which	  was	  commissioned	  for	  the	  60th	  reunion	  in	  2004	  was	  performed.	  	  	  
	  
The	   original	   group	   had	   only	   20	   girls	   and	   was	   organized	   byMrs.	   Ailene	   Henderson,	   a	   speech	   and	  
drama	  teacher.	  	  There	  have	  been	  only	  6	  directors	  during	  the	  choir's	  65	  year	  history:	  	  Dessie	  Barlow	  
Wilson,	  LaVonne	  Smith,	  Howard	  Smith,	  Ed	  Minor,	  Ron	  Davis	  and	  Marilyn	  Schraeder.	  	  Miss	  Schraeder	  
has	  directed	  the	  choir	  for	  40	  years.	  	  LaVonne	  Smith,	  who	  celebrated	  her	  91st	  birthday	  this	  year,	  and	  
Marilyn	  Schraeder	  were	  honored	  for	  their	  years	  of	  service	  to	  this	  outstanding	  choral	  group.	  
	  
During	   the	  program,	  Sissy	  Hessinius	   (1985)	   read	   letters	  of	   congratulations	   from	  congressmen	  Bob	  
Dole	  and	  Hal	  Rogers.	  	  The	  women	  performed	  "Preludium"	  from	  The	  Sound	  of	  Music	  which	  the	  choir	  
performed	  in	  the	  Santa	  Francesca	  Romana	  in	  Rome,	  Italy	  in	  1974	  during	  Holy	  Week.	  	  Another	  song	  
was	  "Oh	  Happy	  Day",	  which	  was	  performed	  in	  Wales	  in	  1979	  during	  a	  choir	  tour.	  	  David	  R,	  Johnson,	  
superintendent	  of	  Harlan	  Independent	  Schools,	  was	  the	  soloist.	   	  He	  went	  with	  the	  group	  to	  Wales	  
when	  he	  was	  a	  senior	  as	  guest	  soloist.	  
	  
Accompanists	  for	  the	  concert	  were	  Vickie	  Ball	  ('81),	  Donell	  Busroe	  ('85),	  Quentin	  Johnson	  (2009	  Boys	  
Choir	  graduate),	  and	  Jeanne	  Ann	  Lee.	  
	  
The	   grand	   finale	  was	   "The	   Battle	  Hymn	   of	   the	   Republic",	   directed	   by	  David	  Davies,	  who	   recently	  
retired	  after	  44	  years	  with	  the	  Harlan	  Boys	  Choir.	   	  The	  Musettes	  and	  alumnae	  were	   joined	  by	  the	  
Middle	  School	  Choir,	  Boys	  Choir	  and	  alumni.	  	  Mary	  Lynn	  Smith	  ('68)	  accompanied	  on	  the	  organ	  and	  
Miss	  Schraeder,	  the	  piano.	  
The	   hills	   of	   southeastern	   Kentucky	   were	   definitely	   alive	   with	   "the	   sound	   of	   music"	   Labor	   Day	  
weekend!	  

	  
As	   R	  &	   S	   Chair	   for	  Women's	   Choirs,	   I	   am	   interested	   in	   knowing	   your	   favorite	   pieces	   for	   festivals,	  
Christmas	  and	  spring	  concerts.	  	  I	  also	  need	  to	  know	  who	  directs	  SSA(A)	  women's	  choirs.	  	  Let	  me	  hear	  
from	  you.	  	  My	  e-‐mail	  address	  is	  mschraed@msn.com.	  	  



 

KENTUCKY ACDA STATE LEADERSHIP 
 

 
 

CALL	  FOR	  ARTICLES	  
If	  you	  would	  like	  to	  include	  an	  article,	  upcoming	  choral	  event,	  	  

or	  segment	  on	  a	  previous	  event	  in	  the	  	  
Winter	  2010	  issue	  of	  The	  Kenductor	  

contact	  Tiffany	  Marsh	  at	  tiffany.marsh@franklin.kyschools.us

President Phyllis Vincent pmvincentphd@yahoo.com 

President-Elect   

Vice-President John Campbell john_campbell@georgetown.edu 

Treasurer Pat Pennington patp8@msn.com 

Membership Chair 
 

Steve Lin sssblin@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Tiffany Marsh tiffany.marsh@franklin.kyschools.us 

Webmaster Jeff Richardson jeff@thejeffconcept.com 

Childrenʼs Choir Darrell Parks darrell.parks@nelson.kyschools.us 

                College/University 
 

David Etter david.etter@ucumberlands.edu 

Ethnic/Multicultural Tony Cunha accunha@campbellsville.edu 

Jr. High/Middle School Scott Burress scott.burress@larue.kyschools.us 

Male Choir Brent Merritt brent.merritt@scott.kyschools.us 

Music In Worship Louie Bailey louiebailey@bellsouth.net 

Senior High Choir Bryan Nichols bryan.nichols@meade.kyschools.us 

Vocal Jazz/Show Choir Randy Pennington pennington@nku.edu 

Womenʼs Choir Marilyn Schraeder mschraed@msn.com 

Youth/Student Activities  Pam Wurgler pamela.wurgler@murraystate.edu 



 

Kentucky-Specific Empirical Data 
 
 

Bryan Nichols 
KYACDA High School R&S Chair 
 
The growing body of research in music education is becoming increasingly applied in 
nature as evidenced by the local or state-specific inquiry that allows for the improvement 
and refinement of what we do: teach people to sing (better) in Kentucky.  The purpose of 
this article is to inform the reader of some of the work that has taken place to increase 
the knowledge about music-making in our state. 
  
While it would be odd for every study to interest every reader, its dissemination remains 
important: it’s simply good to know what’s going on “at home.”  This article is by no 
means a formal review of literature or a representation of all the topics that have been 
investigated among Kentucky teachers, conductors or students.  In fact, help increase 
our collective awareness by submitting a note to the editor with news of additional 
research. 
 
“Kentucky Music Educators Association: A History–1907-1981; Addendum and 
References Revised 1907–2003”  A dissertation by Joseph Parker, later revised by 
Mildred Berkey, this is an in-depth history of the Association, which covers its affiliation 
with ACDA (p. 114, 124).  Published by the Assocation. 
 
“The Status of Arts Education in Kentucky Public Schools:  A report on the Study by the 
Kentucky Arts Council.”  Bluegrass Music News, v. 58, No. 4.  Executed by the KY 
Collaborative for Learning and Teaching, it sought to establish a set of baseline data to 
guide the future of KAC programs and to develop partnerships efforts in the state.  
Excellent source of statistics on arts education in the public schools. 
 
“Teaching strategies related to successful sight-singing in Kentucky choral ensembles.” 
Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 25, 70-81.  Investigates factors 
that led to success in spring assessment festival. 
 
“Congresional Arts Report Card 2008”  This annual voting guide is published at 
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pdf/special_reports/2008/Rpt_Card_2008.pdf 
by Americans for the Arts, which tracks and rates the voting record of state office-
holders on arts issues at the federal level (p. 10).  
 
“Kentucky All-State Choruses:  A Study of Teacher Perceptions, Practice, and Priorities.”  
Bluegrass Music News, v. 59, No. 2.   This study on teacher attitudes about the all-state 
honor choir experience found some disagreement among teachers on the sight-singing 
requirements, among others.  Small, rural schools may be disadvantaged by the quartet 
audition process.  Audition requirements may affect classroom instruction. 
 
“All-State Choruses: A Survey of Practices, Procedures and Perceptions.” Choral 
Journal, 36 (8), 21-27.  A comprehensive study by Tom Wine, includes some Kentucky-
specific information as it compares to other states in the practice of honor choirs. 
 



 

“Music Education Profile.”  The state music educators association has collected 
information from members to create a state profile with information on numbers of music 
programs in schools, structure and changes in structure of arts content.  To the author’s 
knowledge, this information has not yet been published. 
 
“KMEA-Sponsored Mentoring in Kentucky: A New Dimension.” A Report of the 2006-
2007 Mentoring Taskforce chaired by Pamela Wurgler and published at 
http://www.kmea.org/DIVISION/MentoringRptFull.pdf.  Information that may aide in 
future KCDA mentoring efforts. 
 
Author’s note:  The middle-school sight-singing study was supported by a grant from the 
Kentucky Music Educators Association.  This annual research grant is awarded to a 
Teacher/Professor collaboration.  More information can be found by calling the KMEA 
office at 859-626-5635. 

 

2010 Southern Division Conference  
Memphis, Tennessee 

 
March	  10,	  2010	  -‐	  March	  13,	  2010	  

 
Online registration is now  

available.  
Log on at acda.org 

 
	  
	  

Kentucky Highlights of the Southern Division Conference	  
	  

American	  Spiritual	  Ensemble	  -‐	  Everett	  McCorvey	  
	  

Lafayette	  High	  School	  Madrigals	  -‐	  Ryan	  Marsh	  
	  

NKU	  Vocal	  Jazz	  Ensemble	  -‐	  Randy	  Pennington	  
	  

Treble	  by	  Choice	  Interest	  Session	  -‐	  Lori	  Hetzel	  
 

  

  

  


