COPYRIGHT RESOURCES

United States Copyright Office


101 Independence Ave SE

Washington, DC 20559-6000

202-707-3000

www.copyright.gov
Music Publishers Association (MPA)

243 5th Ave, Suite 236

New York, NY 10016

212-327-4044

www.mpa.org
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP)

1 Lincoln Plaza

New York, NY 10023

212-595-3050

www.ascap.com
Broadcast Music Inc (BMI)

320 West 57th St

New York, NY 10019

212-586-2000

www.bmi.com
Harry Fox Agency (HFA)

601 W 26th St, Suite 500

New York, NY 10001

www.harryfox.com
National Music Publishers Association (NMPA)

101 Constitution Ave NW, Suite 705 E

Washington, DC 20001

202-742-4375

www.nmpa.org
Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc (CCLI)

6130 NE 78th Ct, Suite C-11

Portland, OR 97218

800-234-2446

www.ccli.com
Copy Cat Music Licensing, LLC

2920 Scarlett Dr

LaCrosse, WI 54601

608-788-1630

www.copycatlicensing.com
WEB SITES

www.jwpepper.com
www.loc.gov/index.html
www.menc.org
www.copyright.gov
www.csusa.org 

www.halleonard.com/permissions/faq.jsp
www.deankay.com
en.wikipeadia.org/wiki/Copyright 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.plagiarismchecker.com" www.plagiarismchecker.com
www.benedict.com
BOOKS ON COPYRIGHT

Music Copyright Basics – Joel Leach – Pepper #8602437 - $5.95
Moser On Music Copyright – David Moser – Pepper #10017278 - $24.99
Music Copyright for the New Millennium – David Moser– Pepper #5971318 - $39.95

The Teacher’s Guide to Music, Media and Copyright Law – James Frankel – Pepper #10064295 - $24.99
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How do I get permission to make photocopies of “out of print” works?

The fact that a piece goes out of print does not imply it may be reproduced in any manner without first receiving permission from the copyright owner

How do I find the publisher of a work?

The name of the publisher is usually included on the cover, score or on parts of the music. If not, refer to the music publishers Sales Agency List or check with ASCAP, BMI or search the internet.

How can I tell if a work is still protected by copyright?

Works created after January 1, 1978 will be protected for the life of the composer plus 70 years. Those works in their initial 28 year period of copyright on this date can be renewed for an additional 47 years.

Do I need permission to make an arrangement or transcription?

Yes, you cannot make an arrangement without the prior permission of the copyright owner.

What do I do if I want permission to reprint portions of a work in my thesis, book or journal article?

Permission from the copyright holder must be granted prior to use. Contact the publisher to first find the copyright holder.

May I make copies of existing recordings for my students to take home and practice?

No. It is prohibited to make copies for home practice without permission of the copyright owner of both the musical composition and the recording.

May I extract one or two pieces out of a collection and use photocopies of those pieces instead of purchasing the entire collection?

No. The collection must be purchased in its entirety. Some publishers may license use of individual pieces, however these situations vary greatly. 

Why can’t I copy anything I want?

It’s against the law to make unauthorized copies of copyrighted materials.

What if I’m faced with a special situation?

If you need to make any special use of copyrighted music, ask the copyright holder. You may or may not receive permission, but when it’s someone else’s property, you must ask. 

What if there is not enough time to ask?

That makes no difference. Think of copyrighted music as a piece of property, and you will be on the right track. Plan ahead!

What about photocopies currently in our church, school or library?

Destroy any unauthorized photocopies immediately and replace them with legal editions.

Can I make copies of the copyrighted music first, and then ask permission?

No. Permission must be secured prior to any duplication.

What if I can’t find the owner of a copyrighted song, can I go ahead and copy it without permission?

No, you must have the permission of the copyright owner. Check with the publisher and the copyright owner of the work. After you have this contact the owner for permission.

As a soloist is it permissible for me to make a photocopy of a copyrighted work from my accompanist?

No. Permission for duplication, for any purpose, must be secured from the copyright owner.

Is it permissible to print works only on a one-time basis, as in a concert program?

No. Permission must be secured prior to any duplication. Using just the words makes no difference.

Can I make a transparency or file of a copyrighted song to use on an overhead projector or through a computer program?

No. The making of transparencies or files is duplication and permission must be secured from the copyright owner.

Can I make a CD or midi file using a prerecorded instrumental accompaniment track?

Two permissions are necessary here. One from the copyright owner of the selection and the second from the producer/manufacturer of the original recording.

Can I make a band arrangement of a copyrighted piano solo? Can I make a flute arrangement of a copyrighted work for clarinet?

No. Making any arrangements is duplication and permission must be obtained from the copyright owner.

What about the photocopiers who don’t get caught?

They force the price of legal editions higher. They enrich the manufacturer of copying machines at the expense of composers, authors, publishers and music retailers. They risk embarrassment from professional colleagues who understand the law, and they risk fines and jail sentences if taken to court. 

